
Objective:

To understand the use of fashion as visual imagery and character development in 
literature 

Suggested Class:  Literature

Student Activity:

Students choose a character from literature and describe how the author used fashion 
to describe and develop the character. 

Suggested Materials:

Classic literature books

Warm-Up Exercise:

Ask students to close their eyes and imagine one of their favorite literary characters. 
Have students describe the character to the class. Ask what that character is wearing. 
Discuss how what the character wears is a reflection of who he or she is on the inside. 
Ask students what they can tell about a character by what he or she wears. 

Project Guidelines:

Students choose a character from a book they’ve read. Have them review the book for 
excerpts of passages describing the character’s manner of dress. They will then write 
an analysis of how the author revealed the character by descriptions of his or her 
clothing. The students will list the following characteristics: gender, occupation, age, 
nationality, and social status. The students will quote a passage from the book that 
illustrates each characteristic. 
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Follow-Up Exercise:

Have the students write their own descriptions of their favorite character. Have them 
write clothing descriptions that reveal the specific characteristics of gender, occupa-
tion, age, nationality, and social status. 

State and National Standards:

Arizona State Standards 

Language Arts Standards:  Grade 12
Strand 2: Comprehending Literary Text: Concept 1: Elements of Literature
PO 1. Evaluate the author’s use of literary elements: characterization  (qualities, mo-
tives, actions, thoughts, dialogue, development, interactions). 

PO 3. Analyze a writer’s word choice and imagery as a means to appeal to the reader’s 
senses and to set the tone, providing evidence from the text to support the analysis.

California State Standards 

English Language Arts:  Grades Eleven and Twelve: Reading:
3.0. Literary Response and Analysis.
3.5. Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres 
and traditions;
 c.  Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences 

of the historical period that shaped the characters, plots, and settings.

Washington State Standards 

Essential Academic Learning Requirements – Reading:
2. The student understands the meaning of what is read.
2.4. Think critically and analyze author’s use of language, style, purpose, and perspec-
tive  in informational and literary text.

National Standards 

Language Arts:  English K-12:
NL-Eng.K-12.3. Evaluation Strategies:
Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other 
readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word 
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter 
correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics).
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