
Vocabulary:*

Activewear – a variety of apparel designed to be worn for active sports

Analogy – a similarity or likeness

Au naturel – a term meaning “simply and plainly” 

Austere – plain and simple, without luxury or self-indulgence; also, imposing or sug-
gesting physical hardship

Blog – weblog; a frequently updated personal but public journal that includes links to 
other websites, a running commentary, and sometimes photos

Bohemian – a person with an unconventional lifestyle or look, who does not live or 
dress according to the conventions of society

Carding – a textile term that refers to a process in which fibers are cleansed, detan-
gled, and collected together by the use of cards preparatory to spinning

Clip – a news story or other article that is clipped, or cut out of a print publication; 
online articles from other publications, print or digital, that are posted on a website

Copywriter – somebody who writes advertisements or promotional material

Debut – a noun referring to the first public appearance or presentation of a performer, 
artist, or program; also, the name of FIDM’s annual runway show, the largest student 
fashion runway show in the United States

Disseminate – to widely distribute or spread something, especially information

Hand – a textile term that refers to a fabric’s feel, usually as it is touched, not worn

Iconic – characterized by fame

Jabot – a ruffle of lace, embroidery, or lightweight fabric made into a cascade on shirt 
front that was popular in the 18th century for men, but has been adapted for modern 
women’s wear

Mogul – an important or powerful person, especially somebody who works in the 
media (movie mogul)

Mystique – a special quality or air that makes somebody or something appear mysteri-
ous, powerful, or desirable

Narrative – a form of writing that tells a story, with a beginning, middle, and end

Pompadour – a hairstyle that, for men, piles the hair into a high mound in front; for 
women, the hair is brushed into a loose, full roll around the face 

Press kit – a collection of written and visual materials that is sent to journalists (the 
press) to provide background on a product, person, or company

Public relations – the practice or profession of establishing, maintaining, or improving 
a favorable relationship between an institution or person and the public

Run of Show – a list of looks or outfits shown on a fashion runway

Selvage – the narrow, tightly woven band along a fabric’s lengthwise edge so finished 
as to prevent raveling; originally called the “self edge” 

Showroom – an office in which sales representatives show apparel lines to retail buyers

Sizing – the measurements of the body that help guide patternmakers; a textile term 
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that can refer to a temporary coating that’s often applied to cotton to improve its look 
and feel

Top notes – the first scent impression of a fragrance; often fades to reveal other scents 
or notes  

Topical – relating to something that is of current interest or importance at the moment

Trade publication – a magazine, newspaper, or other periodical written to advise mem-
bers of a specific industry of important news

Trend forecaster – a person who studies and predicts future fashion trends

Warp – a textile term for the threads that run lengthwise in a woven fabric

*Sources: 
Fairchild’s Dictionary of Fashion, Second Edition, Revised, 1998.
Encarta Dictionary, English (North America), 2010
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