
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Graduate, 
 
The entire staff and faculty of FIDM extend congratulations to you upon 
the successful completion of your studies. We wish you happiness and 
success in the future. 
 
We look forward to sharing this important and memorable time with you 
and your family.  We would also like to welcome you as a member of the 
FIDM Alumni Association. 
 
This handbook provides full details about your forthcoming 
Commencement which is scheduled for Thursday, September 2, 2021, at 
STAPLES Center. 
 
Please take time to read this material as it can answer most of your 
questions. 
 
Cordially, 
 
 
 
Barbara Bundy 
Vice President, Education 
 
 
Lisa Davis 
Executive Assistant to the Vice President, Education 
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❖ PREPARING FOR GRADUATION ❖ 
 

 
Tentative Graduate List 
 
y Students are responsible for completing the “Apply for Your Degree” request on 

the FIDM Portal.  
 

y A tentative graduation list will be posted in Suite 313. This list only reflects students 
enrolled in the current quarter.  It is the students’ responsibility to check the list and 
ensure that their name is spelled exactly the way they wish it to appear on their 
diploma. The names in the graduation program are derived from this list. For 
questions, see Elizabeth DeGies, Suite 313 or call 213.624.1200 x3125. 
 

y A detailed instruction checklist can be found on the FIDM Portal under “Graduating 
Soon,” “Graduation Checklist.” 

 
 

 
❖ Cap & Gown Distribution ❖ 

August 4, 2021 
Ticketing Seating is subject to change due to CDC Guidelines 

Each graduate will receive a cap & gown, tassel, graduation handbook, tickets, 
parking information and map, and 6 announcements. Additional announcements will 
be available through Student Activities for $12.00 a pack. Announcements are not 
admittance tickets. Each graduate will receive 5 lower bowl and 5 upper bowl 
tickets. Any graduates needing additional admittance tickets are encouraged to 
inquire for extras on the day of Cap & Gown Distribution with fellow graduates who may 
have unused tickets.  

 
*Graduation Caps may be decorated and embellished, but gowns must remain in 
“gown” form. Only members of Phi Theta Kappa and SVA as well as MBA graduates 
may wear sashes. 
 
 
ADA  
 
• The recommended drop off area for guests with disabilities is 11th Street in front of 

Star Plaza. 
 
• Guests needing ADA seating may have one guest sit with them.  The guest will 

present a ticket to the ADA check-in at Star Plaza in exchange for an ADA seat. Doors 
open at 3:30 pm for ADA guests. 

 
• Guests requiring sign language interpreting assistance should contact Elizabeth 

DeGies, Room 313, by August 12 at 213.624.1200 x3125.   
 
 
 

B 
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❖ Graduation Ceremony ❖ 
Thursday, September 2, 2021, 6:00 p.m. 

STAPLES Center 
1111 South Figueroa Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 
 
Graduates’ Arrival 
 
y Arrive at STAPLES Center by 3:00 p.m. dressed in their cap and gown. Graduates 

arriving after 4:00 p.m. will not be allowed to participate.  
 
• Graduates will check in at the Figueroa Street entrance.   

 
• No outside food and/or beverages will be allowed in the arena except unopened 

plastic water bottles.  Water will be provided for graduates. 
 

• Everyone must wear a mask and practice safe physical distancing of at least 6 feet. 
In addition, each guest is required to present either proof of full vaccination (two weeks 
since final dose) or a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours of event. Anyone not 
feeling well should stay home. 
 

 
 

❖ Guest Arrival & Seating ❖ 
 
Doors open for guests at 4:00 p.m. Tickets are required for admission. Seating is on a 
first-come, first-served basis within the section noted on the ticket. Graduates may leave 
tickets for their guests at the Will Call table which is located outside STAPLES Center 
on Figueroa Street near Student Check-in. Guests arriving after 6:15 p.m. may lose seating 
and will be re-seated in the upper section.  
 
 
 
 
Parking & Drop Off 
 
• Parking lots are expected to be open at approximately 1:30 p.m. and will remain 

staffed 60 minutes after graduation. Special parking facilities will be provided for the 
physically handicapped displaying the handicapped placard on their vehicle. 
 

• The recommended drop-off area is the white zone on Figueroa Street (southbound) 
just north of 12th Street.  
 
 

• Please plan ahead to allow time for unexpected delays due to traffic, events in 
surrounding areas, road congestion, etc. 
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❖ Commencement Ceremony & Protocol ❖ 
 

The ceremony will last approximately two hours. Graduates and their families are 
encouraged to make any post-commencement dinner reservations/celebrations after 
8:30 p.m. (see downtown restaurant guide). 

 
Graduates are requested to conduct themselves in a manner appropriate to the 
occasion.  Graduates are to remain seated and will be unable to leave until the 
ceremony is over.   

 
Out of consideration to other graduates on this special occasion, please refrain from cell 
phone use during the ceremony.   

 
Any students failing to complete the requirements may not participate in the 
ceremony, even if they received a cap and gown.   

 
 
 
Photography & Recording 
 
y Guests are welcome to take pictures during the Commencement Ceremony, but are 

asked not to leave their seats. 
 
y Photos taken before, during, or after the FIDM Commencement Ceremony on 

behalf of FIDM by representatives/staff will become the property of FIDM. 
 
 

 
                                                 ❖ Diplomas ❖  

 
Final diplomas will not be awarded at the ceremony. Graduates who are financially cleared 
will receive them by mail four to six months after completion of their program. Graduates will 
receive diploma covers with an alumni insert at the time of the ceremony. 
 
Event Policies and Reminders 

 
• STAPLES Center is a Non-Smoking Environment.  

 
• All guests entering the arena are subject to a metal-detector screening, visual 

inspection, and bag inspection conducted by STAPLES Center security personnel. 
NOTE : Staples Bag restriction memo.  
.   

• STAPLES Center has a “no re-entry” policy. Guests who need to leave the event for 
personal emergencies must first make contact with a Guest Services supervisor or 
manager. 
 

• All graduates and guests must maintain reasonable and appropriate behavior at all 
times. Graduates or guests using offensive language or engaging in disorderly 
conduct may be removed from the facility.   
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❖ QUESTIONS ❖ 

 
 

Graduation Hotline  
 

  213.624.1200 x3251 
 
 
 

Education Department, Suite 201 
 

Lisa Davis, Executive Assistant to the Vice President of Education 
213.624.1200 x3017 

 
 

Student Activities Office, Suite 425 
 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
Angela Leavitt, Manager, Student Activities, 213.624.1200 x3250 

 
Kristen Mesa, Student Activities Assistant, 213.624.1200 x 3253 
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L.A. LIVE Welcomes 
2021 FIDM Graduates 

    Plan ahead and book your reservations early! 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
With more music per square foot than any place in the United States,  

L.A. LIVE now reigns as the leading entertainment destination for all of Los Angeles.  
Tenant Hours/Contact Information 

 

For schedule of events, go to 
www.lalive.com  
 
213.763.6030 

The 7,100-seat Microsoft Theatre L.A. LIVE plays host to the most 
popular concerts, awards shows (e.g. American Music Awards, 
Emmy® Awards, ESPY® Awards), family shows, product launches, 
speaker series and television broadcasts emanating from the largest 
stage in Southern California.  

 

For show times, go to 
www.regmovies.com  
 
844.462.7342 

This Regal Cinemas has 14 state-of-the-art cinemas with stadium 
seating in every auditorium. High-back reclining seats and 
retractable cup holders provide the ultimate comfort for the best 
movie viewing experience with Digital 3D, Dolby Surround Sound 
and a 70-foot screen in the Premiere House.  

 

213.745.9911 
Reservations recommended 
 
www.flemingssteakhouse.com 

Fleming's Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar is the ultimate steakhouse 
destination for food and wine lovers seeking a stylish, lively 
memorable dining experience. Nationally renowned for its prime beef 
and steakhouse fare, Fleming’s is equally celebrated for the 
Fleming’s 100, its award-winning wine program that features 100 
wines by the glass. 

 

213.749.0445 
Reservations recommended 
 
www.congaroom.com 

Boca is encased in glass at The Conga Room and offers an eclectic 
blend of Pan-Latin cuisine, with Caribbean, South American, and 
Cuban influences. An array of Tapas y Bocadillos tempt the palate 
with modern twists on the traditional with dishes paired with bottles 
of wine from Spanish and regional wineries. Follow your meal with 
Salsa lessons and dance until the wee hours. 

 

213.745.9273 
 
www.yardhouse.com  
 

The Yard House is an upscale-casual eatery known for its extensive 
menu, classic rock music, and the world's largest selection of draft 
beer. Each location features a transparent keg room and an endless 
fleet of tap handles. 

 

213.747.9797 
Reservations recommended 
 
www.sbe.com/katsuya 

Featuring the dynamic pairing of master sushi chef Katsuya Uechi 
and world-renowned designer Philippe Starck, Katsuya Downtown 
LA arrives on the heels of SBE's success with the restaurant's 
Brentwood, Hollywood, and Glendale locations.  Located in the 
center of the L.A. LIVE promenade, Katsuya offers traditional 
Japanese fare as well as signature dishes and specialty cocktails 
created with only the freshest ingredients.  
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For more information about L.A. LIVE  and its restaurants and venues visit 
www.lalive.com 

DINING 
With eleven superb dining destinations at L.A. LIVE, visitors now have  

a variety of the most popular restaurants at their finger tips.  

Tenant Hours/Contact  Information 

 

For information on booking a 
special event at L.A. LIVE for a 
group 100 or more, contact 
Evelyn Taylor at 213.763.5441 
or events@lalive.com. 
 
www.wolfgangpuckcatering.co
m  

Whether it’s a pre-concert reception, a spirited award show, corporate 
teambuilding, or an intimate VIP party, Wolfgang Puck Catering at L.A. 
LIVE brings imaginative, current cuisine to create a world-class 
experience your guests will never forget.  Exclusive caterer for L.A. 
LIVE, Wolfgang Puck Catering's on-site kitchen will facilitate all catering 
needs.  

 

 

213.623.2288 

Wokcano 
800 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
Wokcano is a contemporary restaurant and lounge featuring fresh sushi 
and creative maki rolls, as well as modern riffs on traditional fare.  
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Hotels Near STAPLES Center, Los Angeles 
 

Hotel Address/ Phone / Website Other 

Hotel Figueroa 

939 South Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

 
877.724.1973 

 
www.hotelfigueroa.com 

 
Parking: 

$15 for 2 hours 
$40 per day 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

24 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 
 

JW Marriott 

 
900 West Olympic Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 

213.765.8600 
 

www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/laxjw-jw-marriott-
los-angeles-la-live 

 

Valet Parking: 
$53.90 per day 
$10 per hour 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

72 hours before arrival 

Hotel Palomar 

 
10740 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 

 
310.475.8711 

 
www.hotelpalomar-beverlyhills.com 

 
 

Valet Parking: 
$47 per day +tax 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

72 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 

Los Angeles Athletic 
Club 

 
431 West 7th Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90014 
 

213.625.2211 
 

www.laachotel.com 

Parking: 
$20 per day 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

48 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 

 
O Hotel 

 
819 South Flower Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 
213.623.9904 

 
www.ohotelgroup.com 

 
 

 
Parking: 

United Valet Parking Garage 
$25 per day 

Additional fee for in/out privileges 
 

Cancellation Policy: 
24 hours before arrival 

 
NONSMOKING HOTEL 
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Sheraton 
Grand 

Los Angeles 

711 South Hope Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 
213.488.3500 

 
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/laxgr-sheraton-

grand-los-angeles 

 
Valet Parking: 
$54 per day 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

72 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 
 

SLS Hotel at Beverly 
Hills 

 
465 South La Cienega Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 
 

310.247.0400 
 

www.slshotels.com/beverlyhills 

 
Parking: 

$13.20 for the first hour 
$8.20 for every additional hour 

$55 per day 
 

Cancellation Policy: 
72 hours before arrival 

 
NONSMOKING HOTEL 

 

The 
Ritz-Carlton @ LA 

LIVE 

 
900 West Olympic Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 

213.743.8800 
 

www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/california/los-
angeles 

 

 
Parking: 

$33 for self-parking 
 

Valet parking: 
$53.90 per day 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

1 week before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 

The Ritz-Carlton @ 
Marina del Rey 

4375 Admiralty Way 
Marina del Rey, CA 90292 

 
310.823.1700 

 
www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/california/marina-

del-rey 

 
Parking: 

$46 per day 
 

Cancellation Policy: 
48 hours before arrival 

 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 

The W Hollywood 

 
6250 Hollywood Boulevard 

Hollywood, CA 90028 
 

323.798.1300 
 

www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/laxwh-w-
hollywood 

 
Valet Parking: $54.45 per day 

 
Direct Access to 
Metro Red Line 

(Hollywood/ 
Vine stop) 

 
Cancellation Policy:  

24 hours. Pre-paid rooms are  
non-refundable. 
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Millennium Biltmore 
Hotel Los Angeles 

 
506 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 

 
866.866.8086 

 
www.millenniumhotels.com/en/los-

angeles/millennium-biltmore-hotel-los-angeles 
 

 
Self Parking: 
$45 per day 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

24 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 

Courtyard Los 
Angeles L.A. LIVE 

 
901 West Olympic Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 

213.443.9200 
 

www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/LAXLD-courtyard-
los-angeles-la-live/ 

 

Valet Parking: 
$51+tax per day 

$61+tax for an oversized vehicle 
 

Cancellation Policy: 
48 hours before arrival 

 
NONSMOKING HOTEL 

Residence Inn Los 
Angeles L.A. LIVE 

 
901 West Olympic Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 

213.443.9200 
 

www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/LAXLD-courtyard-
los-angeles-la-live/ 

 

Valet Parking: 
$51+tax per day 

$61+tax for oversized vehicle 
 

Cancellation Policy: 
24 hours before arrival 

 
NONSMOKING HOTEL 

Hotel Indigo 
Downtown Los 

Angeles 

 
899 Francisco Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 

213.232.8800 
 

www.ihg.com/hotelindigo/hotels/us/en/los-
angeles/laxfs/hoteldetail 

 

 
Valet Parking: 
$48.40 per day 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

48-72 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 

Freehand Los 
Angeles 

 
416 West 8th Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90014 
 

213.612.0021 
 

www.freehandhotels.com/los-angeles 
 

 
Parking: 

Joe’s Parking Lot  
$20.00 overnight charge 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

48 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 
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* All prices are subject to change without notice. 
 

Ace Hotel 929 South Broadway 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

 
213.623.3233 

 
www.acehotel.com/losangeles 

 

Valet Parking: 
$35+tax 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

48 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 
 
 

 
Hilton Checkers Los 

Angeles 

 
535 South Grand Ave 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 
 

213.624.0000 
 

www.hilton.com/en/hotels/laxchhf-hilton-checkers-
los-angeles 

 

 
Valet Parking: 
$54 per day 

 
Cancellation Policy: 

24 hours before arrival 
 

NONSMOKING HOTEL 



WELCOME
Health Verification
Before your visit, head to STAPLESCenter.com/SAFE for 

a list of our health and safety practices to make your 

experience a safe and enjoyable one. A health verification is 

required for all ticketed guests. Guests are required to

present either proof of full vaccination (two weeks since

your final dose) or a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours

of the event date. Remember, if you’re not feeling well,

please stay home!

Face Coverings Required
Guests over the age of 2 are required to wear a face covering that 

covers both the nose and mouth at all times. Gaiters, bandanas, 

and coverings with exhalation vents are prohibited;

a face shield still  requires a face covering. For the safety of

everyone, guests unable to wear proper face coverings will not

be admitted into the venue.

Keep Your Distance
Practice safe physical distancing of at least 6 feet from others not 

in your household. We’ve added spacing markers and way!nding 

signage to help you maintain a safe distance.  



5”x 9”x 1”

Bags, backpacks, purses, totes, clear bags,
fanny packs, and camera bags are not allowed.

Small clutches and wallets smaller than 5” x 9” x 1”
are permitted and are subject to security inspection.

Medical and parental bags smaller than 14” x 14” x 6”
are required to go through

an X-Ray machine security screening.

 Please see a Guest Services team member on site
for direction to the nearest screening entry.

NO BAGS


